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HARDBACKS FICTION

i Bridget Jones's Diary
by Helen Fielding
Picador £12.99

* %k

diary™ "

Bridget Jones is a spinster of 30-plus and her
diary recounts a year of hightweight torment.
Day after day, she battles with feelings of inade-
quacy, drink, cigarertes, fat and men. And it is
the men problem that seems to cause all the
others. She should be able to see the dud fellows
coming, there are clues (‘a white sock... a grey
slip-on shoe, a swastika’) but she doesn't. | was
deeply moved by her battle with the video, but
the word “****wit' pops up with depressing
frequency, and Bridget, despite her supportive
feminist chum, is at heart a commirted fluffy
waiting for Prince Charming. Michele Hanson

ower The Innocence of
s [Roast Chicken
by Jo-Anne Richards
Headline Review £16.99

=

Kate is a white South African with atrirude.
While her human rights lawyer husband Joe is
starry-eyed about the unfolding of the new
South Africa, she relentlessly mocks it. In uncov-
ering the mystery of why Kate is as she is, the
story shifts berween two worlds: the rural idyll
of her grandparents’ chicken farm in 1966, and
Johannesburg in 1989, Despite characters who
theorise about emotions rather than expen-
ence them, this book has pace and tension —
shot through with the terrible beauty of the
South African landscape and the efforts of a
child to stave off a gathering evil. Gillian Slovo
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THRILLER

The Tailor of Panama - John be Came
[Coromnel, EB.99) &b

™ John be Carre's latest espionage
thriller. the Panama Canal 15 due (o be
handed back by the Amencans at the
turn of the cemiury

British Intellipence. in the shape of
wvoung spy Andrew Osnard. sed up
shop in Panama

He recruits Harmy Pendel, the vanlor
1o the ciny’s finest. including the
President, and the wdeal person 10
divulge all their secrets

Le Carre 15 in top form. with a
strong plotl (owang muech to Cur Man
an Havana) and meaningful
charactensation

GLORIOUS FOOD: Linda
McCanney wilh hubby Paul,

COOKERY

Linda's Summer Kitchen = Linda
McCariney (Litthe, Brown, £7.99)
LR L L

THE lamgest day is just a month
dway, summer cookery buoks are
gracing the shelves and wet we've only
pust seen the back of spow showers
hiting winds and {riasl

Bt less about the vaganes of the
British climaie and more about the
culimary inventiveness of the Bratish
VLR

Lindas McCanney. the dovenne of
the anti-meat brigade, dishes up a
cornucopiz of mouth-watenng recipes

o templ even the most ardent of flesh
lovers

And the beaury of Linda's
concoctions is they all seem easy (o
prepare. There's evenvthing from
stufled peppers, mushroom moussaka
and avbergine curmy 1o vegan fruit cake
and vepetable strudel.

My only gnpe is that these recipes
have already been published as part of
hier Boak Lindas Kitchen. Sl
perhaps she needs the money’

LITERARY

The Woman Who Walked Inte Doors —
Roddy Dayle (Minerva, £6.99)
W

RODDY Diosle’s portrayal of raw,
gritty Dubdin life won a new army of
fans when his novel Paddy Clarke Ha
Ha Ha won the Booker Prnize

Previvusly he was best known for
the brash The Commtments, which
brought him fame largely through the
bralltant film version

The Woman Who Walked Info
Doors 15 & remarkable achievement
and his most accomplished work o
dane

Dowle speaks rom inside the kind
of a wife, battered by a brutal husband
and driven to dnnk, s6 convincingly
and n;umpussmnﬂlely i 15 easy o I!.nqzzl
il has been written by a man

There is no way you can read Paala
Spencer’s story wilhout gething
emotenally involved. Doyle drags you
with him into her thoughts amd
dreams. her agony and lorlormn hopes

He imporiantly understands how
love can overcoame the mosl savage act
of hatred. how, despite the beatings
i ula still loves Charle whom she fell
1or e moment she first saw him. And
sk realsies that bove has survived
when 2 young policeman arrives 1o
break the bul} s = of hos death.

The Innocence of Roast Chicken - Jo-
Anne Richards (Headline Review,
EE.O8) *www

AN honest and powerful comment
on the apartheid regime in South
Africa

Jo-Anne Richards' first nowvel knits
{icteon with histoncal events and

personid recollections )

She contrasts an idyilic. white and
privileged childhood on an Afrikaans
chicken farm in the Eastern Cape in
1066, with post-apartheid
Johannesburg in 1959 when bitter
memories cul through the euphoria.

HUMOUR

The Midden - Tom Sharpe (Pan £5.99)
&k
NOT o0 much humour as lunacy!

Sharpe’s here, Timothy Bright [but
dim}. 15 loaded. When the birthright
funds run dry, Timothy lums
unsutﬁiﬂuﬂ; 1o gambling.

He finds umself drugged and in bed
with the Chief Constable's wife. When
the top cop amves home after
celebrating the dropping of bribery
charges againsi him, he finds Timothy
and almost kills him.

He sees the disposal of the “body™
as an opporunity to frame old enemy
Mrs Midden

It's wacky, it's enpoyable, it's typical
Tom Sharpe!

MON-FICTION

The Evil That Men Do - Brian Masters
(Black Swan, £7,.99) & & &

FROM Saints 1o Serial Killers
Penetrating the MNature of Good and
Evil. is the subtitle of the latest work
from the author of the nghtly
acclaimed $tudy of mass murnderer
Dennis Milsen.

And though it is a thoughi-
provoking and well-reasoned book, it
doesn't hold the attention ke that
masterful work, or even his study of
cannihal killer Jelirey Dahmer

Perhaps that 1% because the subject
matler is so deep - put simply, what
makes some men good and other eal?

He ponders whether there is good
and bad im all of us, and if it 15 Gur
'h-n_-:d:lng which makes us as W Bre
But to his credit. he offers no answers
1o & question which has ooouped
generations

Crime buffs who don't mind
eonswdering such a diversity of cases
could find 11 a rewarding read. if a liftle
hizavy

Gary Welford




Not , for a variety of reasons, liked the

everyone,

book Mukiwe - but few would give you an argument
about the quality of Peter Godwin's writing. So when
Godwin sings the praises of a fellow-writer you have to
sit up and take note.

calls Jo-Anne Richards, author of the debut
- movel, The Innocence of Roest Chicken, “one of the freshest
voices to

To

on that is the reviewer's job and it is a

task not ki undertaken for this is a book of some
complexity and addresses matters which, as South
Africans, be of special concern tous all.

But first a brief look at the bones of the plot —a story
told on two levels. The novel's time frame stretches
from the middle 60s to 1989. The latter time
present — a few months at the tail-end of that year -
which is used as a vehidle to bring the story to its dlimax.

But of if not greater i is the year 1966
during Mmmmhgﬁtgmasﬁritish
this period that, eight-year-old Kate i a
catharsis that will change her life forever and determine
the person she is to become. Twenty-three years later,—
she is in the midst of a not very happy, tottering mar-
tage that has lasted cight
warned. This is a di ing book. It looks at is-
sues four-square and makes few, if any, concessions - be
in matters personal or political
s husband, Joe, a labour relations lawyer, may
be somewhat weak-kneed and guilty of wearing the
bleeding heart of his liberalism on his sleeve, but his
wiffe's constant sniping and the cruelty of her bitchiness
are sure to make you wince. Candidly, most of the time
she'saright royal pain. . .

BthWmMﬂmhmﬁﬂ&ﬁa-
mas holiday of 1 mbh:ngmrdp]mﬁfmn&pe
farm, inland from the family home home in Port Eliza-
beth? What was it that so wounded and scarred her
emotionally that she now finds it virtually i to
live by ordinary standards? The answer lies somewhere
in the days leading up to and including Christmas Day;
auheh one teasing hint after another before deliv-

i ttering coup de grice.

adult the'm as her husband battles to
come to terms with the disappointments with which his
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Marvellous eye for
tiny, telling details

The innncence of Roast Chicken
By Jo-Anne Richards

“Reviewed by Michael Shafto
from South African literature in o

somewhat naive idealism inevitably confronts him, is a
lot less interesting than her eight-year-old alter ego.

Th:seambyfa:lheb&stparﬁﬂfﬂwmvd_
Richards has a marvellous eye for tiny, telling details.
The writing here is often lyrical, quite beautiful in its

She has the knack of finding exactly the right word.
Kate, in one of her many moments of irritation with
Joe's perceived ineffectiveness, describes his hands as
“drooling at his sides”. She writes of Kate's two large,
loose-skinned dogs - [lh?:j “tumbled down the hill
There are many such vignettes of perfect, acourate
recall. And there’s Ouma - a decent, upright person at
heart - with her tacit acceptance of the way of things:
her position as i matriach of the farm, her
whom she treats firmly but well and from
whom she total, i alty.
Htmﬁﬂﬂﬂ:ﬁ ﬂ:ﬂhﬂymmmed ith no loose ends.
It's all there from the beginning: she never cheats or cuts
comers.
Mmdﬂﬂmdﬁabgwhmm“Ma
ity the dialogue is spoilt by a too-obvious setting
ﬁdwmillmwﬂwﬁ@uw of
the country’s political setup. 'I'hatmdmmru-ﬁg.
over-solemn leader page article in the local newspaper
on the labour dispute Joe is working on, are two weak-
nﬂumvﬂmﬂdhawdwmﬂm' L "y
But are quibbles of personal taste ... and overall
Godwin is right - there's a truly exciting freshness here
and what is more real of even better to come.
8 The Innocence of Roast Chicken is published by Hod-
der Headline at R69,95,
B Tum to Tonight for three pages of StarBooks. |




I hrough the eyes
and mind of a child

Most South African wiilers are dealing with the past through child
protagonists, Lesley Cowling looks al the most recent

O oomilront (e past, South Alrica s
il commimissdonys sl oo eases,
reportisg the stories of wlal really
hapgeeriend. Saxdetios pewriie Uheir his
tiries by these means, but literature con:
ronts history bn a differcnl way: throangh thee
v eal, thavugly e bile ancd CXpeTHTeS of
charaioms
Al the past, for may emonging willens, s
repeesonied by childhossd, because yoligieT
wrilers grew up in that soost Bmpid of e,
thie Sdnties and Sevenities, when apartheicl
expresoad dtscll i the kinel of stmple lems we
e B increddibile
A L was mormsal. The workd of a clhild,
from a chilld's point of view, is always iormal,
Children accepd what Is given to them., Like
lithe Sickiharthas, ey o ahicad amd hinve
by chilldboods, snamare of e nalsery amd
sullering beyond the palace walls Only in
abodesornice does Lhe reality Begln (o dawn
and the hapgey childbos) is bost fopever
Chilllvood bevomes a compelling prolslem,
Uhsem, o whte South Adrican writors: (he loss
of-innocence leme bs Both powerful mela
phor aned clichd, and wribers must skale was-
iy areansd |
11 s the proksom Jo- A Fichonds has ke
ot i heer memerd Thee Broory o off Rioees? CTakokars
Flenciiine: Feview], followtig in e el sbiges of
writers bioe Mok Delur [The Serell of Appesd s
Bryee Constonay (The Power of e
Hichards's central character, Kaie,

dhesribes a surmaner holidiy on lse irmndpar
el farn i e Eastern Cape when slse was
a young girl, and intersperses il with
descripiions of her ndull Bie in the Johannes
Bl oof the endly Nineties

The paralle] arratives move Wwanls, o
ose b, m Urocamatie gaeda] event, aol on
the othier. a realisation of the effect of that
expericnoe o her acull selfl

1 wasa't drying Lo wrile a reporiage of
ovenis,” says Riclunds, “bul to write n book
o SRy Adrkca witly o podicies le 0 s rlien
los. Yiou enminod sliow how peaple ame here
wilkiout toasclaing on politics.”

N e says she wanted her claracter o
S coine Diee-fo-Faoe with e realibes, Dat
the st bl of the chikllsoo) narmtive
shiws the “liajsjy clilldhood®, where tleas
realities are Ewtsible

“There are several levels of violenoe, Nod just
politieal vielence, bl fnnm vialence, | mean,
you el foekd Becinase I1Us denel. Kate oouddn't
come to terms with the viclenee — 6 1dL Dser
all al oawe.”

There is o strong, alr of sostalgio in ihe
chilldbood serrative, which is richly descrigs
e, enpecially of lusdscape. The conbeuwrs of
the Easlern Copse are cvohesd ttme mrd i,
the Lanclscipe delaibed,

In this, Richards follows the lead of
many white Afrlcan wrllers whoe are lar
meore inclised to romanticise the land Unn

JosAnne Richards: “To wile o book on
Saouth Africa with no polities in it is
ridfcubous”

nre Uhseir ock CoRniEr s

“When | lved in (e Easterss Cogse, 1 diclat
netiee the kaned wnd i distnctiveness,” she
says, Tl onee she meved vy, she realised
shie mlssed 10, amd that quulity of neatalgin
InBumias her deserdplica of the bndscape

She says: "1 wonder if it 56 6 way of
demonsirading oasr conmection to e country,
Wikte writers visexd i o show a b, o belong
Iegl. to posdl themsclves here, Maybe black
wrblers doa't peeeed b o Uhad.”

O couirse, alie ddcdn't tink about these
Kinds ol [ssases whesn ale began the novel. *1
wrole about the Eastern Cape thal way
Dt | el (et way.”

New body for

| OUTI AFRICAN writers have, for the
firat thme. & singhe body lo represent all
of Uhem, Called the South Mrican Writ-

e’ Federation (Sawfed), It unites & range of
writers' organlaations in one body. A
nathonal councll and o transithonal execy-
tve committes, conslating of Morakate
“Kaks" Beakloa (Congress of Soulh Alvican
Writers), Walter Chakels (Windybiow The-
aire director] and Menzl Ndaba (poet), were
appolated to work on the consiltwtlon.

The main of Sawfed Is Lo pepie-
sentl writors (Including journalists and
scriptwritens) on the lssse of copyright law
and on relations with International writeis
and with satellite bodies.

“All ower the world, wrilers have laput on
copyright laws, but it hasn't happened here.
What about the Internet lmplications, for
example?” asked Seakhos.

Sawled has nine crganbations bn its fold
al present and writer lavolved Include peo-
ple llke Nadine Gordimer, Don Matters,
Miriam Tlall, Keorapetse Kgosltsile and
Ettlenns van der leever.

The organisation was, |n part, formed In
response o calls on writen to form o natlonal
writers” crganlsation so they could “act In
comcert and speak with ome volos”, sys thely
declamilon of intent,

Sprakers at thelr recent laanch e luded
John-Willy Rudelph of Kopinor, the Norwe-
glan reproduction rights and collecting
vrganisation and Dy Hanan Awand, president
of the Pen Centre of Palestinkan Writers,
Intdresied parties many phona (011) 833-
2530 or oo (011) B33-2532




= oemes  wds g T AR

JONATHAN BaLL

BRI WY il

_ Painful excursion

—

1
e v o e

. wom for JM Diont's 1903 seris of

FEpanes
the.

:
£
;
:

;
i
a8
i
g
i
'ﬁ.

it

Fﬁ-i
L
Hl

il
gEaaks
i
;

i

5
]
£
"
§

8
Pl 5% witnadecs mﬂurl H:—

volt kad revshilion on Al
Borm the mircent DT o b
plonkisd diwn im font of ik

smpdsdreen, -

|
]
:

BaEs
34
.
iE
i
H
S

i
paaied; petwedn idesine

. Blve couldd i bp pny
iFereel ¥

hy Ehaiv Kifsansy.
Tn apprecials

ickards ‘.r:ru!ru do,
BRY M aetept ofd wus-
Im'-l.-:, plus a5 gucdansd,

Pkl perepsiom ef ool
vizwd folk an & fronsicr
BEFTILETF.

T b wm painfe) exowr
plon inte the fraskiy
wandaious 38 Richardy
Atk 2 nelnge himsres!

ingpeituds 8 the awy
Lhi? WE Sk LngE Saw

e E A e RS RS e EE.E E

Roos



L@@l

BOOKS

Insight into
privileged
‘whitehood’

BETH COOPER finds a good plot and believable char-
acters in an unmistakably South African story.

THE INNOCENCE OF ROAST CHICAEN by Jo-Aame Rickards, {Beadline Review -
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Paperbacks

CANDIDA CLARK
and JASON THOMPSON

Patiaet by Ben Watt (Pen:
guin, £6-99) — Do not be
put off by the gloomy sub-
title. ““the true story of a
rare illpess®. By turos
lunry, moving and frght-

| EmIRE. this book describes
| the progress and eventual

| menths of surgery

cure of a wsually fatal con-
dition, Churg-Strauis Sme
dreame. from which Wan
was diagnosed as suffering
i 1992, He wnderwent
aad

| was gpiven a 25 per cend

| I

chamce of survival, Written
with the inteasity and lvri
Ciim one would expect
from i1s suwihor ==the other
half of Everything But the

Girl — Watt's iz &
Iriumphant. gripping
memair

The Inneceance of Roast
Chichen by Jo-Anme Rich-
ards (Review/Headlioe,
£659) — Evocative and
relentlessly frank, this is
nane the less an wnecom-
fortable book, where fle-
tion and what appears fo
memaoir resl unsasily
agamnst ome ancther. The
sofy moves between the
while Sputh African marra-
tor s threatened idyilic
| thildhood on her Afri-
| kaans grandparents’
chicken farm im qhe East-
efn Cape in 1966, and
1 f':rhi;:nﬂ-bur: in the
umultuou posk-apartbieid
¢ davs of 1983 The questios
( afasdiidual responsibiling
befomes nothing less thap
4 matter of |ife and death.

|
The Mistory of Danish

| Breams by Feter Hoej

i Panther/Harvill, £5:99) —
The first novel by the
acclaimed authar of Afess
vuplia s Faoy Jimer Frar Nappn
il el st
wedh g logebher 1he livies
ol real and fectional charae-

| tersto create a story that is

ar anace faprv-gale, parabile.
Famuily suga, castigalion of
dnd plad log 3 meww s ey
Fosuseng on four lamilies

| trom the J&rth to the 20ah
| S -

L LR

Savages by Joe Kane (Pan,
0685} = An Ecuadoriam
Indian stamds at the gate of
the White House. “Moi'”
believes he can reach the
Fresident before being
arresied. But the guards
are too guick. warns his
companion, 1 will climb
the trees amd hide.'"
replies Moi. 1 will pre.
tend | am hunting moen-
keys." The Huaropi are &
GEHTE af ].;I.‘.I{I nomadic
warmars, a fribe o0 pefmale
that their lanpuage is uEre-
lated to apy on earth. Joe
Kane followed the fight 10
defend thewr lapd from
Western interests. For an
environmentalisi, he it
refreshingly unremantic —
even fanny,

A LHe of Mutthow Amodd by
Nicholas Murray (Sceplire,
EESY) — Amold defined
literatare: as “ihe best that
has been thought and
said", Today kit work is no
mare fashionable than hiz
Gladstonian whiskers
That is ualair. savs Nicho-
las Muorray. Many of the
homely Victorian's proph.
efiEs have been realizsed:
for example. that in a secu-
lar world the hole left by
Cod would be filled by art,
In an age when the stwdy of
fine writing has suc-
cumbed te ““discourse’.
perhaps the Arnoldian vie
tues  will make a
cameback,

Venas Fladng by Suzannak
Duns (Flamingo, £553) —
Veronica is a1 the high
sumimer of ber [ife. With a
painful sense of fran-
fiEnde, we refurn o hep
schonldavs. Her erstwhile
Besl choem, Oeapella Marin
e zlammiorins sl Festloas
The PP gFrow up and
apari. but Veromecs has a
great desire fof reconcilia-

tion, “Losing a friend it
Wiy Elan losing a hiveg
shhe reflects. "o suse

EVEryone fipecis 1o lose
lovers ... Bul why should
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Calm down, it’s educational...
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(. What does a drug-dealer do when he wakes
up one morning sprouting angel’s wings?
A. Well, he starts by finding a good agent

CHRISTINA PATTERSON
reviews
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Down on

the farm

The Innocence of Roast
Chicken

by Jo-Anne Richards
224pp, Headline, £16.99

Kate Herbert .
HE title of Jo-Anne Richards’s
first novel is a natural kooky-
name contest contender But

The Innocence of Roast Chicken - -
makes sense on a farm where chil-

dren do not connect cherished farm-

vard pets, albeit chickens, with what-

is served up on the table. To discover

"the.connection is to realise one of :

the unpalatable truths about grow-
ing up. And these roast chickens pro-

-vide an analogy for harsher truths in -

a story of innocence Suﬂdenl“jr and
brutally lost.

Kate is a bright, young Snuth"

African woman rendered incapable
of sharing her country’s hope and
optimism . by her experiences one
Christmas on her grandparents*
‘farm. A cynical and despairing ad-
ult, she cannot stomach the naivety
_of her liberal husband and friends
as apartheid looks set to end. Cleverly
constructed, Kate's story. switches
‘between an account of her own loss of

‘ innocence that Christmas - Imhday '

L..q_, ﬁuwv\ ‘Z.O{Zf"-"!":f'
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a.nd the current breakﬂ-::-wn in her
“relationship with her-husband and
country.

Richards is best when describing,
“through the eyes of the seven-year-
old Kate, the original Eden that is life
.on the:East, C&?pe farm: The .farm .
comes alive
* personal ‘descriptions with -such a‘
close attention to detaill it'is easy to
presume the novel is at least partly
autobiographical (which it is not).
The sections focusing on the older
Kate's destructive relationship with
her easy-going husband are interest--

- ing and necessary; but you itch to get

back to.the farm and the build-up to

. the specific incident that. shattered

the young child’s dreams.-
Unlike many South African bﬂuks

- of -the-last-twodecades, .this novel"

does not appear to. be of political -

“intent. It provides a slice in the life of -

ordinary middle-class whites living
in South Africa in the turbulent last
days-of apartheid_Such-politics as it

has’ are” drawn along the. fine line | |

between hope and despair so central
to :children® in- general -and. _South
Afmanadultsm particular.: =7« &

The treatment.of English’ liberals

is fresh in its frankness; neither mar-

tyrs or heroes,”Richards’s ordinary
folk are loyal and optimistic — and
naive and self-important. Not many
writers would have been in a posi-
tion to criticise -the. great. liberal
cause before 1989-90. .

With luck, The Innocence of Raa.';r

‘ Chtc.iren will help pave the way for a

new genre: of~ simple- and: honest
South African story-telling. -~ ===

ugh.: evu-cahve and’||
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