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TOUCHING THE LIGHT-
Richords (Headiine Book
HER ting has  been
doseribed as “remarkably bril-
liamt  andd uhuu.rhl:l-: s
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tightly and majestically con-
trolled, the writing s~ highly
evocative and the attention o

abuw a’h:g?noul hNﬂ'I.‘uly mndi:t
cacapisl

on the reader; this s not
literature,
O one level, the novel is the

woHmen,
Susan and Jennifer, who are
pnlllu'-lll:p aware and concerned
abowt the injustices of the apart-
heid system. Their struggle lor
maturity is set agaima the back-
drop of the wider s for the
liberation of South A itself,

Ca up in the tide of his-
Lary, mm and Jeanifer find

Interesting look at famous event
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This is the first nl'ﬂu Laocal

History Series focusing ona

tcular a\m
which has been dllhnd'hy asigs
nificant event or series of events,

as recalled b;l the author,
When
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account, he pro-
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of the momentous events of
lmuininlmum
the official versions of

wha realy appened.

ip affected by the
arcund them
and their desire to be a pan of
the process of change, at a time
when justice itself b on trial
Jennifer, at a much later silige,
gives the reader ber impresuons
of life in England. The very con-
trant i the spirits of the two
countries B presented  with
Benigs
Born and brought up in the
Eastern Cape, Jo- Annc Richards
graduated with a B Journ (Homs)
mﬂm&mlymim
obaerved the years of apart.
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Crowded house

eninifer i in search of her bife

A young Lawyer, in ey carly

pwentics, “the olfspring of

Eastern Cape  respociability,
with all itn whobrsomeness and
gravi-hanked sulne b, uhse floes
the claustrophobia and faciem of
e backgroumd wnd moves o Cape
Towm, “the ity af the wild and the
possibile.” There the fened into &
hoase with her Irienad Sussan, a
chain-smoking paintor whis fever
by padrts and newly alivimord
(roem & i huband, where the
o o them embark upon as many
meandering and neurtic senaal
poditical and arttic eroUnlErs as
thary can fledl. Thils ksn'Y supposed b

b the sty of me, says Jennlber. it
it supposed 1o be the ssory of cur
Mlsck cleaner, Maud, Bus Maxl
remalns ever A the wings as
Jenniber, centie stage, ceummplainn of
& lack of idemtity; an egoommtnc iy

which she fustibey a1 just ancther
prrexhact of warped polatics

Seards conbused, sell indulgent?
Touching the Lighihotiir i a really
anded el one which seis up in 118
opening chaper the notion ol
vantness, of Wwering themes and
bubging concersi, and 1hen withe
draws inm the sdolescent weil
aborption of i orntral characters
Thie narvstive digplays much of the
same (merse cabusion as bennifer
ard Susan do themaelves, which
gives il a shightly - and 1 would
gisess wninsentioral narcisskatic
Srel, Jennifer reber often 1o the way
im whikch the polities of spartheid
oo (nso every area af life, but

evidence of fhin pever cings brue,
and what I8 supposed o be ke
edrock of the marvative bedodres
merely an adjurct

' nod sure what this lailure
wiems from; very posibly from &
talenied writer Erying o do oo
msch at once. For abihaugh Rich
ards wilfers at times from whimay
shie 15 capable of aculely expresane
amd intimate prose, of expoing in
wery bew words the ize and scabe of
an emation of the impact of one

petuin wpon another. She i1 @

fovely wrvter, biat porhaps ot s |
adrolt 8 soryteller, and while the |

vy ihilities do ned sften coeiat 0
cqual meawre, they do nesd o
et i & novel i1 1o be a suei
Perhaps if Richands had stk o
e disturbing guality of her char
actery’ (rendihip, and mot ficle w0
sellcnmictously (he et B wTEe @
nevel @bl South Africa, then the

sights anad arnells of & coumtry rank
with oorrupiion  ard  IngusiKE
wsiahl hawe et god more ratural
Iy amd convincingly au the hadk
b @ febrile sl wneeuobed
pe alfsir. As it i, nothing »
Touching thi Liphthouie recevors
quite the aflenticn # demeriei 10
page afe fo by .n-_q crovahod,
leavimg i charsceeryy and Wi
Iheres clamsrarng for Tioognataon
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follorws all the ¢orventions, ex
cept that the spending has in-
deed been on 20 colodsal 2
scale that one acdepts the il
husion of seeing 2 huge ship
break U and sink. | fresly con
fieis that some of the socal and
e sienmes - fof which the
SRS 3 2 e — were 50
il-conceived, 50 melodramatic
that | wansd with some em
piur.ru:f for the appearance of
the fatedial iceberg

The inondlinate length of &
film enabied me to watch & aro
sEmuitaneousy imagr how i
could Rawe been - | Jfapes

. T s
Gommed. bamadks-ikee, belon-
the-wazerline yniverse of ran-

SEnis and thelr sulfocacng |

povemy.

That straiegy, though, impliss
an aiogether differer Slm: one
i which s ities do net
peodomminate. 3 (3o feld in the
manner, sy, of ceriain an
films. No-one, though, was go-
ing to =pend $200m on such an
ungale " o f eemmabls -md-
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wike theough the aores of
frazen dead the im {5 50
uniinchir, ;. 50 harsh, that the
seed of fexr evaiced by the very
name Tiamw 5 made 1o 567 i
he ViEWer's heamt

Such moments are beorayed
by he 'S catastrophic com-
miEmerd b0 ash: Dey ane losg
I 3 weler of amisg $ivies and
wihat Can oaly b desrmbed 23
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An 3SA tale of
fwo women
B Touching the Lighthouse
5y Ja-Ancs Richarss

(fonathan Bail, 249 pp,
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16 far from cnassadable

Maud, the cleamer wito used
0wk for Susen and her for-
mel aniy musband. onters the
Eves of 2 w0 women when
the comes W0 work for them
pan-tume. She becomes & oig-
per and catahvst of profound
changes in ther Bves.

Mand spends most of the
Eme reliying swories about the
popic she works for over a ogp

| of tea Theough her we are

given voyewristic scoounts of

| Susan’s ex-hubby's senal ene

Jo-Anne Richards” conbemoo-
ary SA novel is hard werk &t
frst. Her overly d&sirptive style
dotit aliow the apy o fow
caslly and it fakes 3

claborals pross.

The =tory line is op-
ially  home-grown
and contamns &hough
of the ingredicnt to
kecp inlerest paqued
1t il amed Bnb S
shedl, it tells the ale of
WO YOUNG  WOIET

who move inlo a
honse mgr‘.h:.' m
C:,+ Town and ::pg-
rience (e painfl Tan
YL B3 "'pl."_"'ll':-'& ]
Eme wien SA is being
toem: by
Hpamps 2 )
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through the syes of
Jenncler. & sel-depee.
cagng. “Eherai® who
moves b the Wesiern
Cape fom her shed
fered e in the Eas-
e Cape, in search of “emy b
she has just c-‘.\r'q:-h::h.-uclu
at a frm oof & friend of her
fther's ard enwes indo an old
house ;n the hean of Obger-
valory with her angstfl, re-

counters, wiich Gl o o in-
cude other, more distan,
howseholds  and  evennually
draws all players into a web of
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| =inpue. Ondy at the end do the
25 year olds readise that Mand's
Ippetits for siinmer B ol B-
aed and all who encogrter her
become the rich material that
add texture to her bigger take of

fomly dvorcsd aned lomg-tme | e

chaliihood Eriend

They immedistely begin to
whip themashves in the salety |
b!u‘lcln{nﬁﬂmmhll
the smess of growing up and |
he political dmes inSA earsn |
apart sirip by stip Jennafer - |
Ually views hersedf as the gafe-
kecper of Susan's fraglity and
vidnerability but when than
srength o tesled, resses thae

Within this contet, Richards
touchss on the theme of finding
i personal polisical space in SA
when the Bsues of rght and
wrong seem indgana  The
joumey o political awareness
t personified by Mandly — the
“Bothwand cormection” of the
Ureted Democrase Frond

who enters the rwo women's |

Eves In the end, his fade high-

lghts the Lingled web their
Ives have become and the b
B reperOEtions thal stem
froem some of helr chotoes
The muhor expidres the na-
twe of relationships. both
friendships and kove aairs, and
the comseqoences of bluming
the bounderes between the
Pl
Jennger and Susan, bodh &f-
ferent charpezers bat with a
simalar burming need o push @
0 the Fmit, muddie through the
|rERss e mosty  over-
wheired by them; and reach 3
painful conclusion a5 adults
when the afmempt 10 make
some serte of thewr rie of pas-
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Bamney Barnato disappe.ts &
52 in 1885: his nephew Woolf

23 years of retearch, uneanha &
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